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1. The Poalitical Contestation for Peace: The Government-NDF Peace Negotiations
in the Philippines (Nathan Quimpo, Associate Professor, Tsukuba Univer sity)

Over the past decade, on-and-off peace negotiabehseen the Arroyo government
and the communist-led National Democratic Front f)Dailed to bring about a
peaceful resolution of the 42-year old communisiuigency in the Philippines. The
communist rebels tried to use the talks as a meanachieving tactical gains in their
“protracted people’s war” strategy, but the altéreathey proffered remained much too
totalitarian and their killings of leftist rivalsifther weakened the support for them. The
Arroyo government, tarnished by a host of corruptamd fraud scandals and a terrible
human rights record, could not attract much supfmrits positions either. With the
inauguration of the new Aquino government, prospéat peace have improved. Peace
advocates, however, now face great challengesnesgzing the peace movement,
prodding the government to take a much more pre@adnd savvy stance in the
political contestation for peace, and helping buitdsupport for those in the communist
movement who are more open to a political settlémen
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